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SUMMARY.

This investigation was carried out by the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics at
the request of the Army Air Service to provide data concerning the small angular oscillations
of several types of airplanes in steady flight under various atmospheriec conditions. The data are
of use in the design of bomb sights and other aircraft instruments. The method used consisted
in flying the airplane steadily in one direction for at least one minute, while recording the angle
of the airplane with the sun by means of a kymograph. The results show that the oscillations
differ but little for airplanes of various types, but that the condition of the atmosphere is an
important factor. The average angular excursion from the mean in smooth air is 0.8° in pitch,
1.4° inroll, and 0.9° in yaw, without special instruments to aid the pilot in holding steady con-
ditions. In bumpy air the values given above are increased about 50 per cent.

INTRODUCTION.

In the design of bombing and navigation instruments it is usually desired to provide a
reference platform which will hold as nearly as possible a constant horizontal position. For this
purpose it is necessary to know the character of the airplane motions, particularly the small
angular ones occurring in steady flight. ,

Apparently the only data previously available are those incorporated in R. & M. No. 2131
and R. & M. No. 422> These tests are quite complete, but were made only in smooth air.
They will be referred to again as a means of comparison.

The present tests were made with four types of airplanes at speeds covering the usual fiying
range and under all air conditions, giving data that should be sufficiently complete to cover
the required field.

ATRPLANES AND APPARATUS.
The following airplanes were used in this test:
(1) A JN4h training airplane with standard rigging and normal load. The kymo-
graph was mounted on a rigid support in the rear cockpit.

(2} A Navy VE-7 advanced training airplane with standard rigging. The kymograph .

was mounted on the rear center section strut.
(3} A standard DH-4B.
(4) A standard Martin bomber without load.
In the last two airplanes the kymograph was mounted on the gun ring.
The approximate characteristics of these four airplanes is given in Table I below for the
sake of comparison:

TABLE 1.
! .
AIrplane .. oo INh. | VEZ | DH4B, | Merin
|
. Yeight during tesf......... pounds..}] 2,200 |l 2,100 3,200 160, 000
3] 120 D feet.. 43 ! 34 42.5 ¢
. Wingarea..............square feet._ 350 | 285 620 1,080
R = L) 15 o T kot 18¢ 180 400 800
i !

L The Oscillations of an Airplane In Flight and their Effect on the Accuracy of Bomb Dropping.
* Preliminary Tests on the Rolling and Pitching of a Handley Page Machine.
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The kymograph used for this test is shown in Figure 1. It was designed to be rigid and com-
pact as it had to be mounted in the air stream. A special type drive * was developed to give a

TF1a. [—N. A. C. A. kymograph

constant film speed with a very flexible connec-
tion to the instrument itself. The record is taken
on positive moving-picture film mounted on a
revolving drum, the speed of which was in all
cases 0.024 inch per second, giving a total time
of about 10 minutes for a complete revolution.
An angle of 1° is represented on the film by a
distance of 0.029 inch. This instrument proved
entirely satisfactory throughout the tests.

The air speed was measured by the regular
air-speed meter in the airplane with no calibra-
tion correction. The altitude of the tests varied
between 1,000 and 5,000 feet, according to the
air conditions. The pilot flew the airplane in
each case as he would in approaching a bombing
target, and it is probable that the steadiness of
flying was not the maximum that could be
obtained with extreme care and instrumontal
guides.

RESULTS.

As the actual kymograph records were very numerous, and as some were too faint for clear
reproduction, it was thought confusing to show all; so only a few typical ones are given in

Figure 2.

60 m. p. h. 70 m. p. h.

JN4h—Rell; very bumpy.

Pitch; bumpy.

106 m. p. h.~Yaw; smooth. Angle
seale.

VE7?—Pitch and vaw.

80 m.p b. . 90 m.p. h. 90 m. p. h.

Dhé4—Piteh; bumpy. Martin—Roll; average. Pitch; average,

F16. 2.—Kymograph records,

éN.A.C. A, Technieal Note No. 120, An Tmpulse Motor for Driving Recording Aeronautical Instruments.



285

Table 11

SMALL ANGULAR OSCILLATIONS OF AIRPLANES IN STEADY FLIGHT.

n

d

ves are summarize

tics of all of the kymograph cur

The important characteris

below

TABLE II.

[N - e . e S i e s = i s W &+ 0 mne L b e b

ation,
maxi-
mum.

Angular
acceler-

i

Average.

" 5 L) _ﬁw _a. D —D.

w,
mllllsn&o/_ss S bl G D P CU E g .9n33222325235—0>3—t—16~f3812111—1659m7735_0399797mm385111 et e 0 R G L L
3
=

'

€3 SHUNE LD 8D St G G S D B LD e

P A R
e

€9 €D T D O 6D 1D &) v N 113311_332339._45431.1.232369.516—[0LOO?.-3222—33105'3175634101&.1.0420
Vaa s 4 e e e e v e Vo » R L P N P R S v B AR A ) L R B I I S S D TN A e

I

Angular velocity.
Maxi-
mum

Average.

o 2431237 73[7Q).59{71UGUU_DUGQ5300151090555400700250555000058905055505357142279

Qb= 4
. o s e ) S

ke G ono
R L ]
+

T N B e R B e I P T P R = o R e I P R ot B g D P PR R Rt R SR P L R S S el ~ el
e - — . R
552010951525377023673672591_17..I60505..,.07_130_09099302772005147044I40881_20118344717608324899

IS

o Dridieialod T T T A T e S e T mededviriodeded ol "ol Al A el A e T e

Displacement
{rom mean.

Maxi-
mumt.

QOseillation
period.
1
|

COOHCOMNIDD 0094 I515292Z0552Sr)5510U5)00035503...12480904050575500004004.78205_35809.32205177.234
s Helidduaidiads LN N PR R D T R N i A O T A O e RV P o 21lL3&3344714"9»163364&6532LZ?3&Q.222111L9_ZL4..»:L

363634.322554m332224357433334322ﬁ.ln,_14.4.422114‘43341112111222421112212,1230.233224332353334»23

8
< !
%]
Lo e . e N - . .
— C.m,.mmﬂmu Hmm,amﬁﬂ,ﬂ—amﬁ»\wg BT%WBH \%0%7.58356775, Bnmu.hn»!mm.tﬁg_i35—Im65mm755575w_;1..mBDSBQBNWMHEUHSGH
o
24

Mation.

.Mmmmw ﬁﬁ&%mmmmwmmwmv.%mwmwmwmwwmww?ww&w PBREKBR &mmmmmmwwmﬁum%mwwmmﬂm%%m SRBIRZRENIAZR
g =

py..

L0 PR

-do.__.
IO £ OO

R 1 R

Yery bum
PR !

TN (s N,
SR 1+ RN

Smooth. .. .......
Bumpy....o......

T Average.



286 REPORT NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS.

The air condition termed “smooth” signifies air that has only small and infrequent bumps;
“‘average’ air is the condition usually prevailing on a bright day at low altitudes and is charac-
terized by small and medium bumps at rather frequent intervals; and “bumpy” air indicates
the frequent occurrence of large bumps. It is, however, impossible at the present time to make
any quantitative estimate of bumpiness, so that the terms used here give only a rough indication
of the air condition.

It was noted that most of the records showed a long and a short period oscillation which ap-
pear fairly distinct after careful examination. The period of both the long and the short oscilla-
tion is plotted in Figures 3 to 5.

The long period in pitch increases from 10 seconds at 60 miles an hour to about 30 seconds
at 100 miles an hour and represents the natural period of the airplane, as can be clearly seen
by comparison with the pitching curves given in N. A. C. A. Report No. 170. The short oscil-
lation of from 2 to 4 seconds seems to decrease with an increase in air speed.
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Frg.3. Motion in pitch. Fig.5. Period in yaw.

In yaw and roll the long period is not as definite as in pitch, but it evidently varies only
slightly with the air speed and has a period of about 10 seconds. This is probably an oscillation
inherent in the airplane. The short-period oscillation is of about the same frequency in pitch,
roll, and yaw.

This short oscillation is very interesting, as it indicates & definite air structure with a periodic
length of about 300 feet. It should not be concluded that this means a continuous train of
vortices of this size, but only that this size distinectly predominates over other sizes. Another
explanation may be that the airplane itself has a natural period of two to four seconds and that
this oscillation is excited only when it encounters air gusts of approximately that period. In
fact, mathematical studies have shown that an airplane has a short period of somewhat this
length, but very highly damped, and it is possible that in bumpy air this short period might
come into evidence. The series of kymograph records shown in Figure 2 brings out clearly
this small oscillation with variation in air speed. If this is caused by air structure and this air
structure was found to beuniform from time to time, such records as these might serve to roughly
measure the air speed of an airplane or the wind past a stationary object. It is interesting to
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note that Mr. Lucas in R. & M. No. 213 states that in bumpy air & short period of 24 seconds
was observed, thus agreeing well with the present values.

The values for long-period oscillation as given in Table II are seen to be in fair agreement
with the results published in R. & M. No. 213 and R. & M. No. 422, which are:

. Handley
Afrplang...ceeen.. B.E.2C. Page.
Sec. See. .
PiteNeiesisermmnienaas 20 25 1
Rolliceieenennnnnannns 30 - 40
D '4: ) 20 feereennns

Turning now to the amplitude of the oscillation, it was thought best to give the maximum
and average angular excursion, referring only to the long oscillation as the others are of small
range. The amplitude does not appear to vary appreciably with the type of airplane. How-
ever, the largest machine, the Martin bomber, is slightly steadier than the other machines,
although no hard and fast conclusions can be drawn from the limited number of runs available
on this machine. On the other hand, the amplitude does vary markedly with the air conditions,
as can be seen from the averages given at the bottom of Table II. Bumpy air increases the
amplitude in all cases about 50 per cent over the conditions in smooth air. On the other hand,
the amplitude in rell is about 50 per cent greater than in pitch and yaw, and it seems improbable
that it can be held much below 2° of average excursion, and at times it may reach 5° if the air
is bumpy.

When the displacements of the small oscillations are examined, it appears that they are of
less magnitude at high speed, due to the greater aerodynamic damping, and because each air
current has less time to act on the airplane.

Again referring to the British tests, it is seen that the agreement is good:

Airplane.......... B.E.2C. H%ﬁ{?éey E
. . |
06 Lo | )
1.0 20 | =
3|5 :

The angular velocity of the airplane was determined from the slope of the kymograph
curve with the appropriate scale corrections. For example, the film speed was 0.024 inch per.
second and 1°=0.029 inch, which for a slope of 1 in 1.05 would give:

1.05 _0.029
1 "0.024

=1.2° per seeond.

The average angular velocity is about the same for all of the airplanes, but if is about twice
ag large in roll as in pitch and yaw and twice as large in bumpy as in smooth air.

The maximum angular acceleration was found approximately from the minimum radius
of curvature at each peak. This radius was measured under the microscope, but due to the
width of the line may not be correct to better than 25 per cent. The angular acceleration in
degrees per second? can readily be found from the expression:

““hr
where g is the time scale.
b is the angular scale.
and is the radius of curvature.
The angular acceleration in roll is much larger than in pitch or yaw, and it may reach
10°/sec.? in bumpy air. This is about 0.2 radian/sec.? and is equal to a sudden movement of the
ailerons through 2° angle at 80 miles per hour.
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CONCLUSIONS.

The following facts are brought out by an examination of the kymograph records:
(1) The average amplitude in degrees from the mean is:

1y
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(2) The average periodic motion may be considered as divided into one of about 10 seconds’
period due to the airplane and to one of about 3 seconds’ period due to the air structure or com-
bination of the air structure and airplane. Insmooth air the long period predominates, and the
short one is indeterminate. In bumpy air the long period is masked and the short period is
prominent and varies in frequeney directly as the air speed.

(3) The average angular velocity in degrees per second is:

Air condition..... Smoqth.! Bumpy.
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(4) The average angular acceleration in degrees por second, per second is:

Air condition..... | Snivoth. | Bumpy.
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